
Haggai III:  The Fear of the Lord
By Pastor Jason Unzicker

Do you know what it is like to fear the Lord?  Hi, I’m Jason Unzicker, Pastor of Oak Street
Baptist Church speaking to you from the prophet Haggai today as we continue our study in this book.

Now, if you remember, from our last study, the book of Haggai opens with the idea of this
question, “Whose Kingdom are you building?”  Are you building the Kingdom of God, or are you
building your own Kingdom?  

This was the question that confronted the Exiles of Judah in during the Babylonian captivity.  
God spoke through the prophet Haggai telling the people to start rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem. 
But, the people’s reply was, “Now is not the time; the time is not right to start rebuilding.”

So, God responded to that answer in verse 4 of chapter 1 saying, “Is it a time for you yourselves
to be living in paneled (or luxurious) houses, while my house remains in ruins.”

You see, God was very concerned about the condition of his people’s hearts.  Their hearts were
set on their own agenda, they wanted to build their own homes, and not just any home, but luxurious and
expensive homes filled with splendor.  

The problem was that while all this was going on, God’s house had no splendor, no glory.  It was
in ruins, and in need of rebuilding.  

So, this was the condition of the people’s hearts, on the first day of the sixth month of the second
year of the reign of King Darius.

But, something amazing happened between the first and the 24  day of that month.  In just thatth

short amount of time, something happened that changed the people’s hearts, something happened that
changed the way they related to God.

Verse 12 says, “then, Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the whole remnant of people obeyed the voice of
the Lord their God and the message of the prophet Haggai.”

So, what was it that happened in the hearts of the people that caused them to obey the Lord?  The
answer is found in the concluding sentence of that verse.  It reads, “And the people feared the Lord.”
They feared the Lord…They listened to the Lord when he said, “because of you, I have caused a
drought that has affected everything in your lives…You have planted much, but have harvested little,
you eat, but never have enough, you drink, but never have your fill, you put on clothes, but are never
warm…all because my house remains in ruins while each of you is busy building your own house.”

And when the people saw that God had all the power and authority to change and affect every
area of their lives, then they began to fear the Lord…they gained a healthy respect for who God is and
what he can do, and their response was to become obedient. 

So, let me ask you, “have you become obedient to the Lord?”  Have you made that first act of
obedience to repent of your sins and receive salvation through Jesus Christ?  If you have, then, “praise
God,” but if you have not, let me tell you why you haven’t.  You have not become obedient to the Lord
because you have not yet come to fear the Lord.  You have not yet come to understand how powerful
God is and how he has the authority and ability to exercise that power over your life.  Look, the book of
Proverbs says that the “fear of the Lord is the beginning of all wisdom.”  In other words, the only way
that we can relate rightly to God is to first fear him, to first respect who he is and his authority over our
lives.

But, this is a good thing.  Scripture says that all have sinned and that the wages of sin is death,
and Jesus himself said, “I hold the keys of death and hell.”  And so it is a good thing that God has
authority over us, because only he has the power over your life, the power to forgive your sins and grant
you salvation.

Won’t you be obedient to his gospel call today?  Won’t you confess your sin to him and ask him
to forgive you and grant you eternal salvation?  

My prayer for you is that you will do so to the glory of God the father, Amen.

This is Pastor Jason Unzicker reminding you to live this day for God and for his glory alone. 
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