Haggai I: Listening to God

By Pastor Jason Unzicker

Do you ever struggle with God’s timing? Does that struggle ever keep you from
listening to God? Hi, I’'m Jason Unzicker Pastor of Oak Street Baptist church bringing you the
word of God today from the prophet Haggai.

Now, the book of Haggai is a small book. It is only two chapters long, and it is not a
book that we usually study too often because, one, it is in the Old Testament and, two, because it
was written to specific group of people going through a specific situation, one in which we do
not find ourselves today. Yet, I believe that Haggai is one of the most important books of the
Bible that we can study today. And although we are not the exiles of Judah, although we are not
the ones returning to Jerusalem from Babylon to rebuild the temple of God, there are definitely
some principles that we learn from Haggai and his instruction to the Jewish people of his day.

The first principle we come across is that of Listening to God. Notice with me verse
2 of chapter 1. It reads, “This is what the Lord Almighty says, ‘these people say, “The time has
not yet come for the Lord’s house to be rebuilt.”” You see, we know from Ezra chapter 5 that
the Lord spoke through the prophet Haggai to start rebuilding the temple in Jerusalem. And so
the people have heard from the Lord; they have his command; they know his desire to have the
temple rebuilt, a place built for him to be worshiped. Yet, in spite of all this, the people
responded by saying, “The timing is not right.”

Now, why would the people feel this way? Why would they not listen to God? Why
would they reject the Lord’s instruction?

Well, the answer is quite simple? They weren’t listening to God, because they were
listening to someone else—namely the current king of Persia. He was the one who made an
edict to stop the work of rebuilding the temple. And although the Lord had commanded to work
to begin, the people feared the King and heeding his word, rather than God’s.

That’s a pretty serious situation to be in, and today, we too are faced with similar
situations that are just as serious.

The Lord has spoken to us through his Word—scripture, and in his scripture we are
given the greatest commandment in Matthew Chapter 22 to love the Lord our God with all our
heart, with all our mind and with all our soul. Then, we are given the second great
commandment which is to love our neighbor as ourselves, and as Christians we have also been
given the great commission to go into all the world and preach the gospel to everyone. These are
the commands we should heed. These are the commands that we should listen to, and when we
receive any law, dictation, or instruction that conflicts with the Word of the Lord, we are called
to be obedient to his Word and listen to God, even if that obedience brings persecution.

You see, here in the book of Haggai, the people of Judah were very concerned about
being persecuted for their faith. This is why they didn’t want to rebuild. “The time is not right,”
they said. They probably thought to themselves, “surely there will come a better time to start the
work, a time when we will not be persecuted for building, a time when following the Lord’s
instructions will please everyone.”

The problem with this attitude is that it is not pleasing to the Lord. The Lord wants our
obedience; he wants us to listen to him above all others. He wants us to show him that we truly
do love him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.

So, as we look at the application of this passage, we are compelled to ask the question,
“Are we listening to God? Are you following his Word, allowing it to transform your hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus? If not, my prayer for you is that you would ask the Lord to speak to
you through his Word, that you might learn to make him the true Lord of your life, the one that
you follow whatever the cost.

Until next time, this is Pastor Jason Unzicker reminding you to live this day for God and
for his glory alone.
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